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Welcome to St George’s! This booklet contains all the material you will need for 

today’s celebration of Mass. We hope that you will find this service easy to 

follow, but please do not be afraid to ask if you are unsure what to do at any 

point. The building is fitted with an induction loop and you will find the best 

results away from the pillars. 

Families with small children are very welcome to make use of the carpeted play 

area at the back of church, where you will find books, crayons and soft toys. 

Older children may join the Children’s Church, who start in the area at the front 

of the north aisle. 

A toilet is at the back of church, behind the screen. After Mass, please join us in 

the hall for refreshments. Before Mass, please try to maintain an atmosphere 

of quiet prayer. 

 

 

Mass setting: Congress Mass. 

 

 

Please stand when the bell rings, for the procession of the clergy and servers, 

and to sing hymn REH 603: 

The Church's one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is his new creation 
By water and the word: 
From heaven he came and sought her 
To be his holy Bride, 
With his own blood he bought her, 
And for her life he died. 
 

Elect from every nation, 
Yet one o'er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses 
With every grace endued. 
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Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping, 
Their cry goes up, 'How long?' 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 
 

'Mid toil, and tribulation, 
And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace for evermore; 
Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blessed, 
And the great Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth hath union 
With God the three in one, 
And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 
Like them, the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with thee.  Samuel John Stone (1832-1900)  
 
The priest sings: 

Priest In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People Amen. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

The priest introduces the Mass, sends Children’s Church to their activities, and 

invites the people to recall and confess their sins: 



4 
 

Priest The Lord is generous and full of compassion: his mercy is 

over all his works. Trusting in the goodness of God our 

Creator we turn to him in penitence for our sins.   

Cantor  Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to the Father. 

Lord, have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 

Cantor Lord Jesus, you have sent us the Spirit of truth.  

Christ, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Cantor Lord Jesus, you are the source of eternal life.  

Lord, have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 

Priest May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

We all sing the Gloria. 

People Glory to God, glory to God in the highest, and peace, 

peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 

seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 

the Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with 

the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Amen.  
 

Then the priest prays the collect: 

Priest May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry 
out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
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who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

 

 
Now sit to listen to the first reading (Isaiah 25; 6-10):  

Reader A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all 
peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of 
rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. And 
he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is 
cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death for ever; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach 
of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the 
Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, ‘Behold, this is 
our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad 
and rejoice in his salvation.’ For the hand of the Lord will 
rest on this mountain. 
This is the word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 23 follows the reading. Remain seated to sing: 
Walford Davies 

1 The Lord | is my | shepherd : 
therefore | can I | lack_ | nothing. 

2 He shall feed me in a | green_ | pasture : 
and lead me forth be- | side the | waters ' of | comfort. 
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3 He shall con- | vert my | soul : 
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, | for his | Name’s_ | 
sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will | 
fear no | evil : 
for thou art with me; thy | rod ' and thy | staff_ | comfort me. 

5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against | them that | trouble me : 
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my | cup_ | shall be | full. 

6 Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the | days of ' 
my | life : 
and I will dwell in the | house ' of the | Lord for | ever. 

 

Remain seated for the second reading (Philippians 4; 12-14, 19-20): 

Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.  
Brothers and Sisters: I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I 
have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need. I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 
And my God will supply every need of yours according to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
This is the word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Stand for the gospel acclamation after a brief pause for reflection. 

Choir  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Choir May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, enlighten the 

eyes of our hearts, so that we may know the hope to 
which he has called us. 

People Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Priest The Lord be with you, 
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People And also with you. 
Priest A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

(Matthew 22; 1-14) 

People Glory to you, O Lord. 
Priest At that time: Jesus again spoke to the chief priests and the 

elders of the people, in parables, saying, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who 
were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not 
come. Again he sent other servants, saying, “Tell those who 
are invited, ‘See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ ” But they paid no 
attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them 
shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he 
sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding feast 
is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 
to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many 
as you find.” And those servants went out into the roads 
and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
‘But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 
there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to 
him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
garment?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to 
the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are 
chosen.’ 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, O Christ. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Please sit for the Homily from Fr Henry. 
 
 
All stand to say the Nicene Creed: 

People I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son 
of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father, through him 
all things were made. For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. I believe in one holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
 
Please remain standing for the Prayers of Intercession. 

Priest On this day that the Lord has made, let us pray to the 
Father, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Spirit.    

Reader Lord, in your mercy, / Lord, hear us. 
People Hear our prayer. / Lord, graciously hear us. 
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At the prayer for the departed, 

Reader Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
People and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
When the prayers of the saints are asked, 

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

In conclusion to the prayers: 

Priest Father, you have promised to hear the prayers of those 
who ask in the name of your Son: grant that what we 
have asked faithfully we may obtain effectually, according 
to your will. Merciful Father, 

People Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
Please sit, as the Choir sing “Jesu, the Very Thought of Thee” by Sir Edward 
Bairstow (1874-1946), and bread and wine are brought to the altar. 
 
 
Stand to sing hymn REH 461, as the altar is prepared and the collection is taken. 
If you want to give by card, there is a card reader at the back of church. 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
Not for ease that prayer shall be, 
But for strength that we may ever 
Live our lives courageously. 
 

Not for ever in green pastures 
Do we ask our way to be; 
But the steep and rugged pathway 
May we tread rejoicingly. 
 

Not for ever by still waters 
Would we idly rest and stay; 
But would smite the living fountains 
From the rocks along our way. 
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Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
In our wanderings be our guide; 
Through endeavour, failure, danger, 
Father, be thou at our side.  Love Maria Willis (1824-1908)  
 
 
The Priest says 

Priest Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

People May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the 
praise and glory of his name, for our good, and the good 
of all his holy Church.  

Priest Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful with the 
sacrificial offerings, that, through these acts of 
devotedness, we may pass over to the glory of heaven. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 
 
 
The Priest sings the opening of the Eucharistic Prayer: 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Priest Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to the Lord. 

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
The Priest prays the Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer, and then all sing the 

Sanctus and Benedictus: 

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven 

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the 

highest. 
Please kneel. The Eucharistic Prayer continues, until the Words of Institution. 

Then all make the Memorial Acclamation: 
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Priest The mystery of faith. 

People Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your cross and 

resurrection you have set us free. 
The Priest concludes the Eucharistic Prayer, and all sing: 

People Amen! Amen! Amen! 
 

Please stand for the Lord’s Prayer. 

Priest At the Saviour’s command, and formed by divine 

teaching, we dare to sing, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven 

 hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

Priest Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant 

peace in our day, that by the help of your mercy, we may 

be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we 

await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour 

Jesus Christ.   

People For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. 

Priest Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles: Peace I leave 

you, my peace I give you; look not on our sins, but on the 

faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and 

unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for 

ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

  

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
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People And also with you. 

Priest Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
Now sing the Agnus Dei 

People Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have 

mercy on us. (repeated) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant 

us peace. 
Then kneel. 

Priest Behold the Lamb of God. Behold him who takes away the 

sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 

of the Lamb. 

People Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 

roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  

 

Priest  The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek 
the Lord lack no blessing. 

 
The people come forward to receive Communion. If you have not been baptized 

and confirmed, please come forward for a blessing instead of Communion, 

carrying this order of service. 

 

During Communion hymn REH 375 is sung, all remaining seated or kneeling. 

Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness, 
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
Come into the daylight's splendour, 
There with joy thy praises render 
Unto him whose grace unbounded 
Hath this wondrous banquet founded; 
High o'er all the heavens he reigneth, 
Yet to dwell with thee he deigneth. 
 

Sun, who all my life dost brighten; 
Light, who dost my soul enlighten; 
Joy, the sweetest man e'er knoweth; 
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Fount, whence all my being floweth; 
At thy feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
For our good, thy glory, given. 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, I pray thee, 
Let me gladly here obey thee; 
Never to my hurt invited, 
Be thy love with love requited: 
From this banquet let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep its treasure; 
Through the gifts thou here dost give me, 
As thy guest in heaven receive me. 
German, Johann Franck (1618-77)  tr Catherine Winkworth (1827-78) 
 

 

All stand for the Post-Communion Prayer: 

Priest We entreat your majesty most humbly, O Lord, that, as 
you feed us with the nourishment which comes from the 
most holy Body and Blood of your Son, so you may make 
us sharers of his divine nature. Through Christ our Lord. 

People Amen.  
 

Please sit for the notices. 

 

Then stand for the blessing and dismissal 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Priest May almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 

Priest Go, in the peace of Christ.  

People Thanks be to God.  
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The clergy and servers go to the shrine of Our Lady for the Angelus. 

Priest The angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary, 

People And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art 

thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 

womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God,  pray for us 

sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Priest Behold the handmaid of the Lord, 

People Be it unto me according to thy word. Hail Mary… 

Priest And the word was made flesh, 

People And dwelt among us. Hail Mary… 

Priest Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

People That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Priest Let us pray. We beseech you, O Lord, pour your grace into 

our hearts, so that as we have known the incarnation of 

your Son Jesus Christ through the message of an angel, 

so, by his cross and passion, we may be brought to the 

glory of his resurrection. Through the same Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 
Remain standing to sing hymn REH 592 as clergy and servers depart: 

Ye holy angels bright, 

Who wait at God's right hand, 

Or through the realms of light 

Fly at your Lord's command, 

Assist our song, 

For else the theme 

Too high doth seem 

For mortal tongue. 
 

Ye blessèd souls at rest, 

Who ran this earthly race, 
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And now, from sin released, 

Behold the Saviour's face, 

God's praises sound, 

As in his sight 

With sweet delight 

Ye do abound. 
 

Ye saints, who toil below, 

Adore your heavenly King, 

And onward as ye go 

Some joyful anthem sing; 

Take what he gives 

And praise him still, 

Through good or ill, 

Who ever lives! 
 

My soul, bear thou thy part, 

Triumph in God above: 

And with a well-tuned heart 

Sing thou the songs of love! 

Let all thy days 

Till life shall end, 

Whate'er he send, 

Be filled with praise. 
Vv 1,2 & 4 Richard Baxter (1615-91) v3 John Hampden Gurney (1802-62) 
 
 

The organist plays “Trumpet Voluntary” (op.6, no.6), by John Stanley (1712-86). 
 

 

Please join us for tea and coffee in the Hall. 
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Scripture readings are taken from the English Standard Version, Catholic 

Edition. 

 

Collection: we take a collection during the second hymn, towards the cost of 

providing services and the upkeep of this church. If you are a UK taxpayer 

please place your offering in one of the envelopes in the pews (completed 

with your name and address) and place it in the collection plate when it is 

circulated during the hymn. Pens are in the pews. A card reader to give by 

contactless payment is available at the back of church. Special thanks if you 

give by standing order, as this helps us to budget.  

 

WE MAY USE PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT ST GEORGE’S ON OUR WEBSITE AND 

SOCIAL MEDIA. IF YOU PREFER THAT IMAGES OF YOU OR YOUR FAMILY WERE 

NOT SO USED, PLEASE INFORM A CHURCHWARDEN OR SIDESPERSON 

 

 

Please scan the QR code to donate to St George’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


